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IN  THE  M.VTTER  0?  JAPANESE  VAR  CRUSE 
_ IN  JAVA _ 

British  National  Offioe  Charge  Not 

United  Notions  -Yar  Crimea  Commission  Reference* 


AFFIDAVIT 

I,  Major-General  HEHVEY  DEGGE  XILNOT  SITYKLL,  MC,  of  Maze 
Cottage.  Oakleigh.  Bedford,  make  oeth  and  say  us  follows) - 

1.  In  1942  I  was  General-Officer-Conmanding,  British  Troops  in  Java. 

I  surrendered  British  troops  in  Java  to  Lt.  Gen.  Maruyama,  Cocxcanding 
Second  Guards  Division.  Imperial  Japanese  Army.  The  formal  surrender 
was  negotiated  through  an  interpreter  M.  Kohri(Y),  who  was  the  Japanese 
Consul  at  Surabaya.  Vith  me  was  Air  Vioe  Marshal  Maltby.  who  surrendered 
the  Royal  Air  Force  on  the  Island. 

e 

2.  Then  the  terns  were  originally  handed  to  Air  Vice  Marshal  Maltby  and 
myself,  they  were  of  unconditional  surrender,  and  that  all  troops  would 
obey  absolutely  any  orders  of  the  Jaoanese  troops.  I. and  I  think  Air 
Vico  Marshal  Maltby  also,  asked  Maruyama  through  hi*s  interpreter  whether 
that  would  mean  that  we  would  have  the  benefit  of  the  Geneve  Convention. 

The  General  said  that  we  should  oertainly  have  the  benefit  of  the  Geneva 
Convention,  and  accordingly  a  statement  to  this  effeot  was  included  in  the 
surrender  terns.  The  surrender  terms  wero  signed  by  Air  Vice  Marshal 
Maltby,  Brigadier  Blackburn  (Commanding  Australian  troops),  Colonel  Senrle 
(Commanding  U.s.  troops),  and  myself  (Commanding  British  troops  in  Java). 
There  were  present  at  the  signing  of  the  surrender  on  the  Japanese  side 
Colonel  Oki.  Chief  of  Gtaff  to  General  Maruyama,  Major  Goitu,  Genior 
Intelligence  Officer,  the  General's  ADC.  Lt.  Taohlbana,  and  the  interpreter. 
Air  Vice  Marshal  Maltby  suggested  that  the  'word  'lawful*  should  le  inserted 
before  the  word  "orders',  but  the  Japnneso  refused  to  insert  this  woid , 
arguing  that  no  orders  given  by  the  Japanese  would  be  illegal,  and  further 
that  we  were  completely  covered  against  illegal  orders  by  the  promise  that 
the  conditions  of  the  Geneva  Convention  would  be  fulfilled.  The 
surrender  was  finnlly  effected  on  12th  March,  1942. 

3.  On  or  about  20th  March,  1942*  I  was  cent  for  and  interrorated  t r 
Saitu.  He  asked  me  a  number  of  questions  whioh  I  refused  to  answer,  the 
upshot  of  which  was  that  Baitu  s:.id  I  must  answer  and  that  I  vas  otu  ■  n 
prison  p.  He  then  threatened  me  and  said  that  it  would  cost  me  my  li."e 

if  I  did  not  answer.  I  said  that  under  the  Geneva  Convention  ho  could  n> t 
make  u  e  of  threats.  His  e  sswar  to  this  wao  that  Japan  only  stuck  tc  the 

Geneva  Convention  when  it  sui  :ed  her  the  same  as  Britain  did.  I  got  anery 
at  this  and  turned  my  hick  o.  Saitu,  whereupon  he  gave  an  order  to  the 
guard  and  I  was  taken  outside.  I  was  eventually  taken  to  a  cell  where  I 
was  h  mded  over  to  ubou*.  5  dirty  Japanese  who  were  in  uniform,  although  1 
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do  .ot  know  of  * hot  formation.  They  proceeded  to  beat  roe  up  wi.h  their 
hands  nnd  boots*  kicking  roe  in  the  ribs  frequently  and  about  the  i.  nd. 

They  endeavoured  to  remove  my  badges  of  rank  which  I  was  wearing*  a u'  I  was 
eventually  knocked  unconscious.  1  still  hove  the  effects  of  this  bea.'ng 
in  a  bump  on  the  top  of  my  head.  I  was  kept  in  this  oell  for  10  days  wh’’ 
my  hands  handouf  .ed  behind  my  back*  and  for  4  days  with  my  hands  handcuffao 
in  front  of  me,  with  no  food  for  ooroe  days  except  for  2  bells  of  rice 
given  to  mo  on  the  first  day,  and  without  any  water  for  2  days*  I  was  only 
reloased  from  the  hondouffs  for  feeding  and  to  carry  out  natural  functiona. 
During  the  time  I  was  released  from  the  handouffa  there  was  a  guard  standing 
over  me.  The  guards  were  o hanged  every  24  he  '.ra* 

4*  At  the  end  of  14  days  1  was  taken  from  the  cell  to  another  building 
where  1  was  again  questioned,  mostly  on  matters  of  a  personal  and  non¬ 
military  nature,  all  of  which  questions  1  answered.  During  the  time  I  was 
in  the  second  building  I  was  kept  under  conditions  which  though  not 
physically  uncomfortable,  were  mentally  extremel,  so  far  as  there  wore  some 
25  Dutch  and  Indonesian  prisoners,  seme  of  whom  were  taken  out  during  the 
day  and  beaten  up  and  returned  in  a  fainting  condition  covered  with  blood, 
obviously  as  a  reBult  of  being  beaten  up.  Some  were  ill-treated  in  the 
room  and  one  never  know  when  one' s  own  turn  was  coming*  This  ill-treatment 
occurred  in  the  R.C.  School  at  Bandong.  The  other  3  Senior  British  Officers 
who  were  present  were  Brigadier  3. 1?.  Pearson,  Air  Comnodore  Staton,  RAF,  and 
Group  Captain  Bishop,  RAF.  The  poraon  who  interrogated  me  at  thia  achool 
I  would  describe  as  about  5,7*/Bl  in  height,  obviously  pure  Japanese.  He 
spoke  English  well.  He  did  not  wear  any  badges  of  rank,  but  wore  some  sort 
of  uniform.  His  mode  of  ottaok  was  that  the  British  were  excellent,  but 
they  had  been  let  down  by  the  Dutoh  and  the  Americana.  So  far  aa  I  know 
there  was  no  Coromnndnnt  at  this  achool,  and  I  imagine  that  it  was  part  of 
the  Japanese  build  up  of  the  reign  of  terror  in. Bandong. 

5«  After  4  dnys  in  the  school  I  was  taken  to  Doekamiakon  Jail,  Te  stayed 
in  Soekaroisken  Jail  until  18th  April,  1942.  I  have  no  oomplointa  with 
regard  to  thia  place  beyond  sbortago  of  food. 

6.  I  give  the  following  deooriptiona  of  the  persons  numed  in  this  affidavit i 

Maruvnma  Tallj  spoke  English  very  wellj  alight  build;  rather  fair 
for  a  Japanese}  fair  hair;  he  knew  Java  very  well  and  told 
Air  Vice  Marshal  Kaltby  at  an  interview  that  ha  had  lived 
in  Oerraret  (?)  in  the  island  for  2fc  yeare  before  the  war. 

Baltu  Very  dark|  wr  'o  epootaolesi  vory  Japanese  in  appearance- 
rather  a  proj joting  Jawi  had  a  most  villainous  face. 

°kl  Very  dark)  did  not  wear  apeotaoles;  very  Japanese  in 

appeeranoe;  rather  fat  face  with  projecting  Jaw; 
villainous  looking. 
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Kptal  A  S  •  ae;  tall;  verv  sallow;  Tory  thin  in  the  face?  wci 
pfno  i-tiez  (I  think);  lived  in  Surabaya  before  the  war. 


SifOItl  by  the  said  I  a  jcr-Gonerel  ) 
HEHVEY  DEGGE  YIU'iCT  SIT  .'/ELL,  IX,  ) 
at  6  Spring  Gordons  in  the  City  ) 
of  Westminster,  this  10th  day  of  ) 
December.  1945*  ) 

Before  me 


(Sgd)  R.C.  Hnlse 
Colonel 

Mil. Dept.,  Legal  Staff. 

Office  of  tue  JAG, 

LONDON. 


I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  affidavit. 

/a/  Rat ha reed an  Captain 
Legal  Staff, 

Office  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General. 
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